
Medical Exemptions for Immunizations 
  

A parent or guardian must submit a statement from a licensed physician (M.D. or D.O.) which states: 

  

 That the physical condition or medical circumstances of the child are such that the required immunization(s) is not indicated. 

 Which vaccines are being exempt. 

 Whether the medical exemption is permanent or temporary. 

 The expiration date, if the exemption is temporary. 

 

If you would like to read this law:  http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160SB277 
 

 

Name:_________________________________________ Date of Birth:______________________________ 

 

The physical condition or medical circumstances of the above named child are such that the required 

immunization(s) is not indicated. 

 

If the medical condition requires accommodations or precautions at school please list below. 

 

Medical Condition(s):________________________________________________________________________ 

Medical accommodations or precautions required: _________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Vaccine Permanent 

Exemption 

Temporary Exemption 

Diphtheria  Exp Date:_________________ 

Haemophilus influenza type b (Hib meningitis)  Exp Date:_________________ 

Measles  Exp Date:_________________ 

Mumps  Exp Date:_________________ 

Pertussis (whooping cough)  Exp Date:_________________ 

Poliomyelitis  Exp Date:_________________ 

Rubella (German measles)  Exp Date:_________________ 

Tetanus  Exp Date:_________________ 

Hepatitis B  Exp Date:_________________ 

Varicella (chickenpox)  Exp Date:_________________ 

  

Physician Signature: ____________________________________ Date: _________________ 

Physician Printed Name: _________________________________ MD   DO  

Physician Address: _____________________________________   

Physician Phone Number: ________________________________ 

Physician Fax: _________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160SB277


 Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Question: Is a personal beliefs exemption still valid if a student transfers between schools in California after 2015? 

Answer: Yes, a personal beliefs exemption filed with a school before January 1, 2016 is valid until entry into the next grade span (7th 

through 12th grade). Personal beliefs exemptions may be transferred between schools in California, both within and across school 

districts. 

However, if the personal beliefs exemption documentation is no longer available, students must meet immunization requirements or 

be enrolled in an independent study program with no classroom-based instruction or in a home-based private school. 

  

Question: Is a personal beliefs exemption from another state or country valid if a student transfers to a California school? 

Answer: No.  
  

Question: What will happen in future years when children with a prior personal beliefs exemption enter their next grade span in 

primary or secondary school (typically kindergarten or 7th grade)? 

Answer: Children with a valid personal beliefs exemption filed before 2016 who enter a new grade span will have to meet all age-

appropriate immunization requirements for admission into primary or secondary school (K-12th grade) (see 

www.shotsforschool.org/k-12/) or be enrolled in an independent study program with no classroom-based instruction or in a home-

based private school.  In addition, all immunization requirements for age and grade will need to be met before entering 7th grade. 

Therefore, in order to begin 7th grade, children who had a valid personal beliefs exemption filed before 2016 upon entry between 

kindergarten and 6th grade need to meet all requirements for children 7-17 years old listed at www.shotsforschool.org/k-12/ (e.g., 

polio, MMR, chickenpox and primary series for diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis), including the 7th grade requirements for Tdap and 

2 doses of MMR. 

  

Question: What are the requirements for students entering transitional kindergarten? 

Answer: Students entering transitional kindergarten must meet the same immunization requirements as students entering 

kindergarten. A student who has met the immunization requirements for transitional kindergarten typically has met the requirements 

for the following year of kindergarten. 

  

Question: May other practitioners, besides licensed physicians (M.D.s and D.O.s), provide a medical exemption to a required 

immunization? 

Answer: No. Only a licensed Medical Doctor (MD) or Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine (DO) may provide a medical exemption. 

In contrast, the other categories of licensed or credentialed practitioners in California previously authorized through 2015 to sign 

requests for personal beliefs exemptions (e.g., Nurse Practitioner, Physician Assistant, Naturopathic Doctor, or School Nurse) may not 

provide medical exemptions. 

 

Question: Is there a standardized form for medical exemptions? 

Answer: No.  This form was created for your convenience.  Any letter from an MD or OD containing the physical condition or 

medical circumstances of the child are such that the required immunization(s) is not indicated, which vaccines are being exempt,  

whether the medical exemption is permanent or temporary and the expiration date, if the exemption is temporary, is acceptable. 

 

Question: Are licensed physicians required to assist in requests for medical exemptions? 

Answer: A licensed physician may provide a medical exemption but is not required to do so. Parents or guardians seeking medical 

exemptions should check with physicians in advance to clarify their policies on medical exemptions. 

 

Question: What is conditional admission? 

Answer: Children behind on their required immunizations may be admitted conditionally, if they are not currently due for any doses 

or have a temporary medical exemption. See http://www.shotsforschool.org/laws/conditional-admission/ for further information.  

 

http://www.shotsforschool.org/laws/sb277faq/ 
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